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Fordam Challenges Students To Draw New Districts

By Nick Reisman 
October 11, 2011 at 1:19 pm
Perhaps this is the independent commission Gov. Andrew Cuomo is looking for.

Fordham University is sponsoring a student competition to redraw legislative boundaries for state and federal offices, with a $1,000 award to the team that draws the best lines, as judged by a panel of redistricting experts.

The competition is open to students representing New York’s colleges and universities. Workshops on redistricting will be held at Fordham, as well as in Buffalo, Syracuse, Albany, Binghamton and Stony Brook. The contest is utilizing the same redistricting software being made available by LATFOR.

Here’s the criteria:

In teams of 8-10 people, students will produce congressional and state legislative redistricting plans that will be judged upon the following criteria: contiguous; compactness; equal in population; in compliance with the federal Voting Rights Act; encompassing communities of interest; and respectful of existing political subdivisions.
More information can be found here http://www.redistrictny.org/.
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